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EMBROKESHIRE RAIL TRAVELLERS P
ASSOCIATION. 

Get out of Traffic and Into Training! 
PLEASE Visit us at: www.prta.org.uk 

NEWSLETTER 78. 

July-2008. 
THIS ISSUE CALLS ON REQUEST AT: 

DITORIAL. 
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erset Levels we decided to take the train 

r 

 
 
E
 

ditor’s noteE
 
On holiday on the Som
instead of driving; riding from Bridgewater to Tiverton Parkway 
when going out in the evening to meet an old buddy. Bridgewate
is on a loop and so doesn’t get the fast trains calling – it’s a large 
station with impressive buildings but the booking office closes just 
after lunch – run by First Great Western it has a private security 
guard on duty who takes a keen interest in the clientele making 
sure they stay behind the yellow line on the platform. Our trip 
started off a little on the wrong foot – the first thing you see on 
the platform is a ticket machine saying you must buy a ticket or 
risk a £20 fine – we did – the machine was unable to issue 2 
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tickets with a railcard but managed them singly. Our journey plan
was to change at Taunton in the outward direction – we had 1
minutes – when we’d bought the tickets I read the train was 
running 9 minutes late; so slight hassle – we crossed over to the
Westbound platform – no monitor + the announcements from
automated train CSI were too faint to hear over there and had 
some anxiety when the train came in 12 minutes late. It was a 
couple of 2 car pacer units – pretty down at heel – the doors 
whistled loudly in our car until it got up to full speed but it ran v
smoothly on the GW main line. No ticket inspection as presum
the conductor was marooned in the other 2 cars. No need to worry 
the train picked up time – I assumed that it had recovery time in 
the timing as it terminated at Taunton – “your train on this 
platform” the platform guy told me and we soon boarded a sveltie
Arriva Cross Country unit running from Manchester to Penza
it was right on the advertised. Going back later 1GW were fielding 
a Paddington all stations which again was right on time although 
there was some hanging around as the platform monitor didn’t flag
the train up although it was in situ with several doors open. 
So all in all a change from driving and a reasonable trip – 
unfortunately the price was horrendous – no cheap day retur
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       TABERNA INN 

fact no day return of any sort – just a saver – distance is a
miles – 56 mile return trip – full fare for two £22-80 – we paid R/C 
£15-20 – my car would do that on just over a gallon of petrol. 
 
Interesting note for narrow gauge pufferers – Narrow Gauge Ne
re
Skokholm.  Built to aid the erection of the lighthouse in 1915 the 
line continued to be used for supplying stores with donkey, 
and finally tractor power. In 1983 the lighthouse was automated 
so it may be that the railway became disused then – the writer 
thought it might have been two foot gauge – it certainly would 
have ended when helicopters came into use. There is no mention
of it on the Ordinance Survey’s 2 ½” map of the area.     
 

Herbrandston, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire, SA73 3TD 
- Good food, real ale, pleasant conversation - 

- Restaurant, bistro, lounge or bar - 
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- On coast path and bus routes - 
- B&B from £18 pppn – 

 
- Private functions by arrangement –  

Open:  every day 
Food: 12-2 and 6-9 except winter Sunday evenings, booking 

Telephone 01646 693498    email:taberna@inn01.freeserve.co.uk 

Advertisement. – The Taberna is in the ood Beer Guide for 2007 

-  
Midday-close

advisable 
 

Website:http://taberna.mysite.freeserve.com 
 
G

 
AIMS of PEMBROKESHIRE RAIL 

1. To Press for improvements to rail and associated bus 

2. 

ons. 

HE PEOPLE. 

HAIRMAN. Bryan Morgan, Bulford Road, Johnston 01437890642 

TRAVELLERS ASSOCIATION: 
 

services in 
The area West of Carmarthen. 
 
o encourage greater use of the current services T

 
.3  To assist in the improvement of the railway environment in 

particular at stations 
 

4. To liase with other pro – rail organizati
 
 

T
 
C
VICE CHAIRMAN: Robert Best - below 
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SECRETARY: Pete Absolon 01646 693498 
taberna@inn01.freeserve.co.uk Taberna Inn, Herbrandston Milford 
Haven Pembrokeshire 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY & TREASURER: Robert Best 
11, Warwick Road, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire 
woblats1@aol.com 
WEBMASTER: David Harries 01646 661340 dandh@f2s.com 
TIMETABLEMASTER: David Watts 01646 692752 
davidgwynwatts@aol.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR Guy Hardy 07967253963 
cawdronhardy@gmail.com– 
COMMITTEE: Keith Bowskill; Pembroke; Allan Grieve; Neyland, 
Erene Grieve; Neyland. Des & Pam Brown – Tenby 
 

 
CONTACTS. 
 
Arriva Trains Wales, St. Marys House, Penarth Road, Cardiff 
08456061660 
Customer.relations@arrivatrainswales.co.uk ticket sales 
08709000773 www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk 
National Rail Enquiries 0845 7484950 Welsh language 0845 
6040500 
Disabled Assistance 0845 3003005 
British Transport Police 0800 405040 LOCAL police 0845 3302000 
Cycling on rail 0870 9000772 
Lost Property 0845 6061660 
UK Traveline for bus information 0870 6082608 
www.internet.xephos.com uk all modes journey planner 
www.bahn.de  timetable planner pan Europe German railways but 
in English! 
Milford Travel. Charles Street, Milford Haven 01646 692268 
Milford Station Office [open mornings] 01646 693460 
Traintracker – for current running info 0871 2004950 
Transport for London 02072221234 
Great Western Ticket Line 0845 7000125 
Great Western On Line Ticket Sales www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk 
Great Western group travel 0845 7413777 
Great Western Plus Bus www.plusbus.org.uk check add -on fares 
Virgin Trains www.virgintrains.co.uk 
Wessex Trains www.wessextrains.co.uk 
National Rail Information www.nationalrail.co.uk 

mailto:woblats1@aol.com
mailto:dandh@f2s.com
mailto:davidgwynwatts@aol.com
mailto:Customer.relations@arrivatrainswales.co.uk
http://www.internet.xephos.com/
http://www.bahn.de/
http://www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/
http://www.plusbus.org.uk/
http://www.virgintrains.co.uk/
http://www.wessextrains.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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www.transport-direct.org.uk  public transport info 
GNER Info/ticket sales www.gner.co.uk 0845 7225225 
Europacar – UK car rental 01133882429 
Pembrokeshire County Council – for bus timetable info 01437 
764551 
National Express 0870 5808080 
Richards Bros 01239 613756 www.gobybus.net 
www.richardsbros.co.uk 
Silcox Buses 01646 683143 www.silcoxcoaches.co.uk 
North Pembrokeshire transport Forum hatti@woakes.demon.co.uk 
First Cymru buses 0870 6082608 www.firstgroup.com 
Central Trains www.centraltrains.co.uk 
Pembrokeshire County Council Greenways 01437 776313 
greenways@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 
Friends of the Earth www.foepenfro.org.uk 
Festiniog/ Welsh highland Railways www.festrail.co.uk 01286 
677018 
Beacons Bus 01873 853254 www.visitbreconbeacons.com 
Carmarthenshire County Council – transportation 
publictransport@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
Freedom of Wales Flexipass 0870 9000777 
www.walesflexipass.com 
Great Western Customer Relations 
customer.relations@gwt.firstgroup.com 
Pembrokeshire Rail Travellers Association www.prta.org.uk 
Bus users UK www.bususers.org 
Acorn Travel 01348 74728 www.acorntravel.com 
Trans Wales Bus – www.trawscambria.info 
South West Wales Integrated Transport Consortium: SWWITCH 
www.swwitch.org.uk 
www.Seat61.com –a useful site for overseas rail travel 
Llandrindod Wells Booking Office – Kelsham Hannah 01597822053 
 

CALL TO ACTION 
 
Seen any vandalism lately? – seen any graffiti 
 operators? – people behaving suspiciously around the 
railway? 

DIAL 0800 405040 - HELP THE RAILWAY 
TO TAKE CARE OF ITSELF 

http://www.transport-direct.org.uk/
http://www.gner.co.uk/
http://www.gobybus.net/
http://www.silcoxcoaches.co.uk/
mailto:hatti@woakes.demon.co.uk
http://www.firstgroup.com/
http://www.centraltrains.co.uk/
mailto:greenways@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
http://www.foepenfro.org.uk/
http://www.festrail.co.uk/
http://www.visitbreconbeacons.com/
mailto:publictransport@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
http://www.walesflexipass.com/
mailto:customer.relations@gwt.firstgroup.com
http://www.prta.org.uk/
http://www.bususers.org/
http://www.acorntravel.com/
http://www.swwitch.org.uk/
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###This is especially important now: the price of scrap metal has 
reached enormous heights and cable and other thefts are plaguing 
the track maintainers daily. 
 

 
JOIN US 
 
Fees are: £4 electronic [all communication electronically] £7 
standard[MAIL]/Corporate and Group: £5 electronic[all 

communication electronically]  £10 standard [mail] [50% AFTER 
July 1st] No joining fee. 
 

NAME 
………………………ADDRESS……………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………... 
POST 
CODE…………..EMAIL…………………………… 
 
TELEPHONE………………MOBILE…………… 
 
Membership Type [circle] Individual – Electronic/Standard 
Corporate –Electronic/Standard 
Make cheques payable to PEMBROKESHIRE RAIL TRAVELLERS 
ASSOCIATION 
 
SEND PRTA INFO to my 
friend…………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 
 
Cut or Xerox this and send to the membership sec[above] with the 
appropriate fee. 
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PRTA:  A voluntary lobby for public transport since 
1989. 




