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Derrick Coffee 
County Officer 
Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex 
28.4 17 
 
HERITAGE STRATEGY FOR HASTINGS 
 
Response to consultation: 
 
Roads and traffic 
7.9.9 
Although roads and traffic are generally outside the scope of this report, the 
impact of heavy traffic (particularly lorries and through traffic) is highly 
detrimental and the main roads create significant physical barriers within the 
most sensitive historic areas of Hastings. Especially problematic is the A259 on 
the Bourne and Seafront; but the A21 and A2101 are unfriendly to pedestrians 
and encourage people to drive into the town centre and to park along the 
seafront. The heritage would benefit significantly from a reduction in through 
traffic on these roads, and from parking on the sea front being reduced in favour 
of the town centre. 
 
Recommendation 
15:  
the Council should work with ESCC to remove or reduce through traffic on the 
A259, A 21 and A2101in the town centre, seafront and Old Town and seek to 
reduce parking on the seafront. 
 
Comments: 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment: I am commenting on behalf of 
‘Campaign for Better Transport, East Sussex’ 
 
Much of the character of a street is lent by its buildings and their setting. How the 
character is perceived can be determined by the degree to which the street’s 
‘place’ character is affected by its ‘link’ function.  
 
For example, an attractive building or group of buildings may pass unnoticed and 
unappreciated due to a dominant ‘link’ function, where the presence of high 
volumes of traffic prevents anyone from noticing any design qualities and 
features, and incentivises a rapid exit from a potentially attractive place. Here the 
‘place’ function is subordinated to the ‘link’ function. The presence of large 
numbers of vehicles also takes up space which might otherwise be used for 
planting, sculpture and seating, thus creating an attractive setting for the building 
or group of buildings so reinforcing the ‘place’ function. In this scenario, more 
people on foot would lead to a greater awareness and sense of pride in the town’s 
heritage assets. 
 
To arrive at a situation where we might increase public appreciation of ‘heritage’ 
built assets, and identify potential assets, traffic reduction and pedestrianisation 
can help to deliver. And to achieve this, the primacy of the car and its ubiquity 
must be challenged. Recommendation 15 should reflect this, and the conclusions 
of 7.9.9 do partly support it. We would identlfy the additional problem of high 
numbers of short car trips in the town and Bexhill/Hastings area and their 
negative impact. 
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Our view is that the presence of high volumes of traffic cannot enhance the visual 
impressions of heritage assets - and frequently leads rapidly to a degradation of 
those existing and potential assets. Accompanying danger, intimidation, noise 
and poorer air quality only add to the degradation, as well as having an impact on 
physical and mental health.  
 
We also believe that any ‘heritage strategy’ should reflect this, and successful 
delivery of its objectives is dependent on effectively challenging policies which are 
accepting of the ‘primacy of the car’: we are far too accepting of this de facto 
policy. Heritage Strategy objectives are inextricably linked to an enlightened and 
proper delivery of transport policy objectives. This is easily demonstrated in East 
Sussex County Council Local Transport Plans.  
 
How to reduce traffic impact? 
 

 Further pedestrianisation and well designed comprehensive and connected 
walking and cycling routes (Greenway): currently dysfunctional station-
Town Centre links to be upgraded 

 A step change in public transport provision (both bus and rail) and 
incentives to use it (Hastings/St Leonards/Bexhill/Battle/Rye 

 A workplace parking levy (works well in Nottingham and incentivises take 
up of sustainable modes) 

 A reduction in the total parking provision (see attachment)* 
 Environmental improvements to Queen’s Road to emphasise interesting 

buildings and support independent shops. It’s too much ‘Link’ and not 
enough celebrated as ‘Place’  

 Remove traffic altogether from Rock-a Nore: frequent coast bus service to 
west Bexhill, operating in a similar way to the ‘Coast Tram’ on the Belgian 
coast 

 Strongly challenge aggressive and intimidating driving/motorcycling styles 
 
‘Underlying this strategy is the idea of ‘spirit of place’: that each historic town, 
building, ruin or landscape has a unique character’.  
 
We think our ideas would re-inforce the above and allow a fuller celebration of 
beautiful and interesting places and spaces in Hastings and St Leonards for the 
benefit of residents, visitors, students, young and old. 
 
Hope this is helpful. 
 
Derrick Coffee 
 
(County Officer, Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex) 
 
* Graph shows: the most effective measure to reduce traffic in town centres is to 
remove parking places. Land freed up can then be reallocated to 
housing/planting/public artworks/pedestrian and cycling provision/many forms of 
economic activity. 
 


